During Julius Caesar’s rule in 45 B.C., the

Julian calendar of months and days was insti-
tuted and was used for more than 1,500 years.
Then the Cregorian calendar was designed to

correct minor errors.

The notations B.C. (before Christ) and A.D.
Latin Anno Domini, meaning “in the year
of our Lord”) were added to dates by a man
named Dionysius Exiguus who lived 500
years after Christ’s life on earth. Unfortu-
nately, he miscalculated the date of Christ’s
birth, which scholars think was probably
about 4 B.C. Nonetheless, considering our
daily usage of this dating system, we see that
all times and events in the Western world,
both betfore and after Christ, point to Him.
His birth is highly significant in history.

The next Roman ruler following Julius Caesar
was Augustus Caesar, who was declared an
emperor (derived from Latin for “absolute
authority”) for life. From that time on, Rome
and its conquered territories were called the
Roman Empire 2

You may remember the name Augustus
Caesar from your Bible reading, as he was
the ruler mentioned in Luke 2 who required
Joseph and Mary to pay their taxes in Joseph's
hometown of Bethlehem. “And it came to pass
in those days, that there went out a decree from
Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed...
And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city”
Luke 221,3).

Pax Romana

During Augustus Caesar’s reign beginning
in 23 B.C., a period of peace and stability com-
menced that lasted until the year A.D. 180. It
was known as Pax Romana, or Roman peace.
Because Rome was not involved in any major
wars, the people could travel freely through-
out the empire without conflict or apprehen-
sion. This freedom from fear allowed the
people to turn their thoughts to the Messiah
and His teachings as the traveling apostles
brought the Gospel message unto them,

. publmgeﬂ-in Egypt about the time Christ was
- borns1t ugas found by archaeologists and
/F‘nsiated as follows:
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Gaius Vibius, Chief Prefect of Egypt. )
Because of the approaching census
it is necessary for all those residing
for any cause away from their own '
districts to prepare to Teturn at once
to their own governments, in order
that they may complete the family
administration of the enrollment,
and that the tilled lands may retain

- those belonging to them...

4 m&rhapsjuseph and Mary read an announcement
* muchlikethis before they set out for Bethlehem.

-

Network of Roads

The saying “All roads lead to Rome” was lit-
erally true in the Roman Empire. In order
to connect Rome with the rest of the empire
and move large armies quickly to all parts
of their vast territory, the Romans built a
great network of highways. Markers called
mileposts were placed along each highway

The Mile

Our word “mile” comes from the Latin mille
meaning “thousand.” It took one thousand
five-foot paces (a very long stride) to total the

5,000 feet which comprised the length of
a Roman mile. Compare this to the length of
an English mile.
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Lesson 1 Deterioration of the Church

The Emperor Constantine

In the early 300’s, a man named Constantine
was a commander in the Roman army. At
that time, Rome was ruled by not one, but
four co-emperors called the Tetrarchy. Con-
stantine became very powerful and as one
of the co-emperors had rule over Britain,
France, and Spain. In a power struggle with
co-emperor Maxentius, who had a greater
army than he, Constantine faced a battle
which appeared hopeless. He felt the need of
supernatural help. Until this time, he had
been a worshipper of the sun-god Mithra,
which was a soldier’s god.

2-3: Constantine sees a vision of the cross in the sky
before the battle at Milvian Bridge

The story goes that the night before the battle,
Constantine saw a vision, and above the set-
ting sun appeared a cross with the words, “In
this sign, conquer.” The next day, October 28
in the year 312, Constantine's army won a
fierce battle against Maxentius near the Tiber
River, which made him ruler of the entire
western part of the Roman Empire. This vic-
tory he felt had been awarded to him by the

God of the Christians, so from that point on he
declared he was a Christian. The cross replaced
the old Roman war symbol of the eagle.

Constantine’s recognition of Christianity
brought an end to the persecutions, and he
made laws and decrees, or edicts, that estab-
lished the Christian religion as an equal to
other religions in the empire. The Edict of
Milan, issued in 313, not only granted tol-
eration of the Christians but went so far as
to proclaim freedom of conscience, giving
government protection to Christians in the
Roman Empire.

Imagine the rejoicing that occurred when
the persecuted emerged from their oppres-
sion and even rose to a preferred status. Sud-
denly it became popular to be a Christian.
Those professing Christianity received mate-
rial advantages from the leader of the empire
because he also professed to be a Christian.
Even though the sincerity of his personal
conversion was held in question, Constan-
tine observed Sunday as a holy day and for-
bade anyone to work on Sundays.

What was happening to true Christian-
ity during this time? The heathen flocked
to the doors of the church, and the church
welcomed them in, conversion or no conver-
sion. The floodgates opened and in poured a
stream of corruption. The world was invad-

ing the beloved church.

Cuuncil of Nicaea

Soon the church was wracked with contro-
versy over doctrinal issues, and councils
(assemblies which give advice) had to be
called in an attempt to rectify differences.
In 325, Constantine called together and pre-
sided over a general council of 300 bishops to
discuss beliefs and make decisions to unify
the church. This was held at Nicaea, a small
town near Constantinople. The Nicene Creed
came out of this meeting, and all bishops were
forced tosign thisstatement or be banished.! It
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In time, the toleration of religious differ-
ences returned again to Europe, where free-
dom to worship according to conscience was
granted to citizens of many countries in the
20th century.

Anabaptist Denominations
in America

Groups of Anabaptists sprang up rapidly in
Switzerland, Austria, Bohemia, Southern
Germany, and the Netherlands? in the 1500.
What happened to the Anabaptists and
where are they today? Mennonites, Hutter-
ites, and later Amish (who broke away from
the Mennonites) all eventually found their
way to America and are still living here today.

3-20: Conestoga Wagon, by Newbold Hough Trotter

The Conestoga W:

The Mennonite settlers who lived along the
Conestoga Creek in Lancaster County developed
a covered wagon which was used to migrate to
outlying settlements.# This Conestoga wagon,
as it was called, was later known as the prairie
schooner. Thousands of American pioneers used
these wagons on their route to settle the West.

Mennonites

Mennonites in Switzerland continued to
be vexed by persecution, so they looked for
other areas in which to live. They, as well as
German and Dutch Mennonites, were eager
to hear about a land in the New World where
the persecuted of Europe could enjoy freedom
of religion.

The first permanent Mennonite settlement in
America was made up of Dutch Mennonites
who settled close to Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, in 1683.5 They had spent ten weeks at
sea, enduring miserable hardships during
the voyage, but were motivated by prom-
ised liberty and prosperity. News of the suc-
cessful settlement in Pennsylvania reached
other Mennonites in Europe, and thousands
of Mennonites began to migrate to America.
They settled in Lancaster County because of
its rich natural resources, and this area has
been long recognized as the center of Menno-
nites in America.

Hutterites

The Hutterian Brethren descended from the
Swiss Brethren (refer to Lesson 1 of this unit

and were named after one of their leaders,
Jacob Hutter, In 1525 Hutter started settle-
ments in Moravia (now the Czech Republic)
called Bruderhof. Bruder is the German word for
“brother” and hof means “a group of build-
ings” or “a farm.” All the brethren in the
settlement shared their goods and money in
a common fund. Individual families worked
for the community and did not own their
own homes or possessions.

The Hurterites were very active in sending
out missionaries to further their faith, but
they were severely persecuted for their evan-
gelism. Their leader was burned at the stake
in 1536. Not until 1874 did the first Hutterites
come to the New World, where they settled
in both Canada and America. Today over
100 settlements can be found in Alberta and
Manitoba,® with many others existing in the
northern United States.



The Nazarenes According to
Istvan Tomorkény

The following excerpts were taken from Istvan
Tomorkény’s book Working Days on the Banks of
“%e River Tisza which was written around the
turn of the 2oth century. This secular Hun-
garian journalist was born in 1866, lived in
Szeged, Hungary, and died in 1917. The events
recorded took place in Austria-Hungary before
World Warl, atwhich timeitis believed to have
Seen the home of 40,000 to 60,000 Nazarenes.
Evidently Tomorkény observed first-hand
the Nazarene way of life, and his insight-
“ul descriptions of their Christian example
are inspiring and uplifting. Although quite
engthy, his account is included here because
i accurately demonstrates how the Nazarene
faith grew and thrived.

=& Tisza River in Szeged, Hungary

~ And the new faith sprung up underthe arches
=n peasant house porches, on the side of corrals
=nd sheepfolds, among the willow trees of the

T =2z Riverin front of fishermen’s huts, and the
N=zarene sect, or the "Jesus of Nazareth Company”
25 they called themselves, was born inconspicu-
Susly Still this faith is practiced and continues to
sor=ad in greater and greater circles of people.

Where did it begin, and who was the first to say,
' 2m from the seed of the 'Jesus of Nazareth
“ompany,” no one knows. All we can be sure

& = that this sect is Christian, a monotheistic
Sranch of faith that is a return to early Chris-

tianity's simple forms, and a separation from
the pageantry and outward appearances so
prevalent in modern Catholicism. To be sure,
this thing was strange in the beginning, quite
unusual to observe a Nazarene elder in oiled
boots among the believers, and it was often
the source of jokes. Later the laughter stopped,
though, and today there are few who speak
mocking words toward them.

The principles of this sect include all that the
Christian faith teaches. Yet unlike weak sinners,
the believers of this sect obey these principles.
They quickly put an end to any lawsuit, and
every scheme that would put them into debt.
They forbid their brethren to indulge in the
pleasures of liquor, and by strictly obeying such
dogma, they are able to safely avoid sins such as
strife and arguments, murders, overspending,
and neglect of their families that the drunkard,
for example, often falls into the habit of doing.

The Nazarene faith forbids the use of all forms
of weapons. Though this is a two-sided matter
in our violent world, we need to recognize
that when the peasants of the plains founded
this faith here, theyincluded this point [of not
bearing arms] with the other principles of faith
which they lived by. They gave it much consid-
eration in our world of great strife. If the whaole
world accepted such a conviction, then no one
would carry a weapon, and there would natu-
rally be no place for the military and battles.

They do not use the Lord's name in vain. They do
not take oaths, not even in courts, and the wide
expanse of their faith and the weight it carries
is evident in the courtrooms. The court officials
accept the fact that Nazarenes will not take an
oath before God, and they know that they will
only speak the truth.

They are not allowed to cheat or steal. Of course
this prohibition is similar in other churches, but
the Nazarenes abide by it. Among the prison-
ers of the Szeged Star Prison which always has
between six and seven hundred inmates at any
given time, there has never been a Nazarene.
[Editor's note: No Mazarenes were incarcerated




Many immigrant brethren who followed
2150 took this route down the Ohio River and
settled briefly at Sardis before moving on,
often continuing up the Mississippi River to
settle in other established congregations of
the Midwest.

&7 Bound Down the River, a Currier & Ives Lithograph

The leader of the Swiss group in Sardis was
thought to be Isaac Gehring, who was 29
years old when he arrived in America. As
we learned in Lesson 2, he became a minis-
ter and worked closely with Joseph Bella, the
sraveling preacher who originally had the
oversight as elder at Sardis. Bella lived next
%o Gehring, and they nurtured the new con-
sregation together.

Inirially assembling in the homes of the believ-
ers, these pioneers built their first church
Suilding out of logs in about 1850. The result of
their efforts was destroyed when the building
caught fire, apparently from the flames of a
Surning rail fence nearby. The church burned
%o ashes, and after all their hardships and the
struggles of settling in a new land, the small
group was sorely disappointed.

Sur these men and women of faith did not
sotally despair because they realized that
the true church was within their hearts
2nd had not been destroyed. For a number of
years they met in Isaac Gehring's house in a
soom which had been added for this purpose.
Then in 1875 a new one-story church building
was constructed,

Traveling to and attending church was not
easy in early America. “For over a hundred
years, members of the church had to carry
water in milk cans to provide for drinking,
for making coffee for the noon lunch, and for
washing dishes afterwards.™

In 1896, Joseph Ingold succeeded Isaac Geh-
ring as elder. Joseph's brother Jacob had been
born in a ship during the crossing of the
Atlantic, and Joseph was born in America,
the youngest of nine children.

The church at Sardis sat atop a hill overlook-
ing a beautiful valley and smaller ridges. His-
torical comments say that the Swiss believers
built the church on a hill so that they would
be as “near as possible to Cod.” Although a
more accessible new edifice was built in 1986,
one can still visit the old church {now a fel-
lowship hall) and walk around the cemetery,
remembering the lives of our forefathers and
feeling the blessings of God.

6-18: The old church and cemetery atop the hill
in Sardis, Ohio

New Martinsville,

West Virginia

Across the Ohio River from the Sardis congre-
gation in the hills of West Virginia, another
group of believers began to meet in the late
1840's. It is generally thought that Swiss
immigrants floating down the Ohio settled
on both sides of the river, some at Sardis and
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Lesson 4 Patterns of Worship
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History of Christian Liturgy

As we drive the miles to church on a Sunday morning in

anticipation of worshipping God, it is good to reflect on

why and how we worship as we do. For centuries, Chris-
tians have gathered to worship in a variety of ways and

in a variety of buildings, ranging from simple services in

underground catacombs to elaborate masses in mag-
nificent cathedrals. We wonder where the manner of
worship in the Apostolic Christian Church originated.

First, let us define the word liturgy, which
means the form or order of a public worship
service. At the time of the early church, the
liturgy was very simple and centered on the
teachings of Jesus, Often the meetings were
hidden to escape the wrath and persecu-
tion of civil authorities. The pagan people of
Rome criticized the early Christians for their
lack of temples and images, but the new
Christians did not need physical helps to
worship sincerely.

7-36: 5t. Peter's Basilica in Rome

As the Christian church grew in the next
several centuries and became lukewarm.
the liturgy also changed. The developing
manner of worship included outward forms
such as icons, relics, and statues in formal
ceremonies held in beautiful church buils-
ings with elaborate stained glass windows. &
great deal of importance was placed on icons.
which were images of Jesus, saints, or othes
religious subjects viewed to be sacred. Relics.
which were objects or body parts associated
with a saint or martyr, were highly revered
and kept as memorials.

The Reformation in the 1500’s brought about
another major change, returning to the
simpler liturgy of earlier times and center
ing on the Word of God. The Anabaptists
during this time rejected the accepted ritu-
alistic religious services and instead gath-
ered together as a brotherhood, sharing 2
commeon search for truth directly from the
Bible. This modest style of liturgy influencec
Samuel Froehlich several hundred years
later when he began to preach the Word of
Life in Switzerland at the onset of the Apos-
tolic Christian Church.

[Ld

This simple worship pattern developed im
Europe followed the believers to America
and has basically remained unchangec.
After 175 years, it is still used for the most
part in the Apostolic Christian churches of
today. The major focus of the preaching has
been on the Word and Spirit, avoiding pre-
sentations of the Cospel that appeal to the
flesh. Ministers are not trained to exhibit
flair (a sense of what is stylish) and cha-
risma (a captivating and inspiring charm .
but are rather exhorted to pray for the sin-
cere interpretation of the Bible through the
Holy Spirit.

Approaching our local Apostolic Christian Church is
our car on Sunday morning, we notice that there are ne
crosses or steeple on the outside of the church. Howeves
the building looks inviting. Inside we will find a pleas-
ing edifice, basic in design to minimize distractions
with convenience and comfort in mind.







